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Historical Development of Social Welfare
Theory in Postwar Japan

Mitsuru Takama
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The purpose of this paper is to consider historical development of social welfare theory in postwar Ja-
pan, which is divided into four periods. The aim of social welfare theory is to clarify the structure, the
function, and the role based on the history, the thought, and the philosophy of social welfare. Social wel-
fare theory in postwar Japan has been developed actively by some researchers, for example, ‘policy theo-
ry’, ’technique theory’, ‘proper theory’, ‘integration theory’, ‘movement theory’, ‘administration theory’
and ‘structure of L type’, according to social welfare situation in each period. In this paper, theoretical
content, characteristic, and influence by these researchers are discussed.

Since 1980s, the research of social welfare theory has moved to the period of stagnate and ‘absence of
grand theory’. And today in the 21st century, social welfare theory is in the situation of ‘diffusion with-
out core’. Nowadays, poverty problem which is fundamental issue of social welfare is getting worse. The
building and the development of social welfare theory which lead the effective policy, the institution and

the practice, are truly expected.

Key Words : policy theory, technique theory, proper theory, integration theory, movement theory,

administration theory, structure of L type, the absence of grand theory



