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Historical Development of
Minsei—iin System
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The purpose of this paper is to consider historical development of community welfare commissioner so
called Minsei—iin system. Minsei—iin system has one hundred history, which dates back to the Okayama-—
ken Saiseikomon System as origin and the Osaka—fu Houmen-—iin system as base. During this period, the
Houmen—iin and Minsei—iin have been always playing the significant role as a supporter for the socially
disadvantaged, for example the poor in the community. Since the beginning of this system, the position
of this task has been an unpaid honorary post, which has been big motivation of their actions. Under the
Poor Relief Law and Old Public Assistance Law, the Houmen—iin and Minsei—iin had played significant
role as the auxiliary administrative agent of relief system.

And in the period of post—war reform, the role of the Minsei—iin moved to the cooperative administra-
tive agent. There—after, the Minsei—iin has developed various actions, for example monitor actions. And
in these days of 21st century, which experienced social welfare basic structure reform, the status of Min-
sei—iin moved to the commissioned volunteer from honorary post.

In the age of community welfare, the proper role of the Minsei—iin is expected more as a welfare sup-

porter in the community.

Key Words: Minnsei—iin, Houmen—iin, un—paid honorary post, auxiliary administrative agent,

cooperative administrative agent, commissioned volunteer



