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Historical Development of Poverty Policy
in South Korea

Mitsuru Takama

Department of Social Rehabilitation,
Faculty of Rehabilitation,
Kobe Gakuin University

The purpose of this paper is to survey historical development of poverty policy in South Korea. In
South Korea, Pubic Assistance Law which adopted selectivism had been enforced from 1960s after Ko-
rean War to 1990s. But in Welfare State system after IMF economic crisis, South Korea established ep-
och—making National Basic Life Security Law. This law adopted universalism and work—fare policy
which adapted to international stream of social policy for example ‘The Third Way’, and led that stream.
Moreover in 2000s, South Korea enacted Social Job Business System and Social Enterprise System which
were counter measures to working—poor caused by economic globalization, and planned to build up safety
—net system based on National Basic Life Security Law.

Trends in series of poverty policy in South Korea give a big hint to the safety—net system in Japan,
for example Pubic Assistance Law and Job—seekers Support Law, which copes with serious poverty prob-

lem.

Key Words : Public Assistance Law, Selectivism, National Basic Life Security Law, Universalism,

Work—fare Policy, Social Enterprise System



