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Documenting diseases that cause cognitive
impairment in the personal information record
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Purpose : Because many geriatric service facility users are elderly, the percentage with cognitive impair-
ment is quite significant. Although cognitive impairment can be caused by various diseases, documenta-
tion of such causes in the personal information record is relatively rare, with the exception of Al-
zheimer’s disease and vascular dementia. In this study, we examined the current condition of documenta-
tion of diseases that cause cognitive impairment in the personal information record of geriatric service fa-
cility users and discuss the importance of obtaining access to such disease information. Subjects and
methods : Subjects with personal information records describing diseases related to cognitive impairment
were examined in 3 long—term care health facilities and 4 daycare centers, and the method of disease in-
formation documentation was investigated. Results: A total of 192 subjects were confirmed from exami-
nation of personal information records. Among these, 95 subjects were listed as “Dementia” only, 64 sub-
jects as “Alzheimer’s disease”, 12 subjects as “Vascular dementia”, 8 subjects as “Lewy body dementia”,
and 13 subjects as other records. Discussion: Nearly half of the subjects examined in the study had
only “Dementia” listed on their record, indicating the possibility of insufficient diagnosis for diseases
causing cognitive impairment or that the information was not transmitted to geriatric service facilities. Be-
cause appropriate treatment and care policies vary by disease, it is important to clarify the cause of cog-

nitive impairment and improve the transmission of user information.

Key Words: dementia, geriatric service facilities, personal information record



