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The present situation and issues about
the occupational therapists in
special needs schools (I) ;

by using the questionnaire about the employment conditions

Aya Nakajima OT MS, Makoto Otaki OT MS,
Hiroyuki Kajita OT MS, Toshimichi Nakamae OT MS,

Takako Morikawa OT MS, Masako Kato OT MS

Kobegakuin University, Faculty of Rehabilitation
Department of Medical Rehabilitation
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The purpose of this study was to determine the employment conditions of full-time occupational thera-
pists in special needs schools. Self—administered questionnaires about the employment conditions were sent
to 31 occupational therapists (7 men and 24 women) in special needs schools. The valid responses were
17 (54.8%). As a result of this study, we found that over 60% of respondents were employed as a
teacher, years of teacher and OT experience were distributed broadly, 47% of them had clinical experi-
ences in hospitals and institutions except for special needs schools, and over 50% of them were working
in special needs schools for students who have difficulties in their limbs. We also found that in employ-
ment positions, recruiting method, clinical experiences, it was characteristic in the east and the west of
Japan. Based on these findings, the present issues about the employment conditions were discussed. The
problems were the effect of occupational therapy being shown, in—service training for beginning teachers

qualified as occupational therapists, establishment of work contents, their network construction, and so on.

Key Words : special needs school, occupational therapist, teacher, full-time job, questionnaire



